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FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 25, 2015


FEATURED NEWS
PARCC SHORTENS ITS COMMON-CORE TEST EDUCATION WEEK
In the face of rising opposition to testing, the PARCC consortium has decided to carve 90 minutes off its 10- to 11-hour-long assessment, and shift the start of testing to later in the school year. The redesign of the test was approved Wednesday in a unanimous phone-conference vote by the board of governors of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, or PARCC.

FEDERAL, NATIONAL AND US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
$75 BILLION EARLY-EDUCATION BILL RESURRECTED IN U.S. HOUSE EDUCATION WEEK
Members of Congress have resurrected a legislative plan to expand early-childhood education programs for children birth through 5 years of age, but they don't expect it to get very far despite it having some bipartisan support. Reps. Bobby Scott, D-Va., and Richard Hanna, R-N.Y., along with Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., and 19 other Senate Democratic co-sponsors, introduced the Strong Start for America's Children Act Tuesday. The measure was originally proposed in 2013 and relies on a federal-state partnership. 

KEY ISSUES FOR K-12 IN REAUTHORIZATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION ACT EDUCATION WEEK
You may have noticed that with movement currently stalled on the Elementary and Secondary Education Act reauthorization front, Congress has turned its attention to another pressing education matter—overhauling the Higher Education Act. The HEA, which expired at the end of 2013, is a sweeping piece of federal legislation that includes the entire student loan system, the Pell grant tuition assistance program for low- and middle-income students, teacher-preparation provisions, and various programs that help disadvantaged students access higher education.

OHIO LEGISLATION UPDATE (RECENT BILL ACTION IN RED)
131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY


Introduced

HB212 ACADEMIC STANDARDS-CURRICULA (Rep. Andrew Thompson) With regard to state achievement assessments, statewide academic content standards and model curricula, and teacher and administrator evaluations
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee
HB221 TOBACCO USE-PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Rep. Margaret Ann Ruhl, Rep. Michael Ashford) To revise the law regarding tobacco and nicotine use in public schools and at public school-sponsored functions
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Health & Aging Committee

HB223 YOUTH ATHLETICS-MINOR EMPLOYMENT (Rep. Michael Stinziano) To allow minors to be employed by a youth athletic program if certain conditions are satisfied
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee

HB231 PROPERTY VALUATION COMPLAINTS (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Jeffrey McClain) To require counties, municipal corporations, townships, and school boards that file complaints against the valuation of property they do not own to pass a resolution approving the complaint and specifying the compensation paid to any person retained to represent the county, municipal corporation, township, or school board in the matter of the complaint
STATUS: Introduced

SB168 STUDENT VIOLENT BEHAVIOR INFORMATION (Sen. Frank LaRose) To require the Education Management Information System to include information regarding persons at whom a student’s violent behavior that resulted in discipline was directed
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

House

HB1 WORKFORCE GRANT PROGRAM (Rep. Kirk Schuring, Rep. Nathan Manning) To establish the Workforce Grant Program, to authorize an income tax credit equal to 25% of the student loan payments a grant recipient makes per year, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Re-Referred to House Finance Committee
HB2 CHARTER SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP (Rep. Mike Dovilla, Rep. Kristina Roegner) With regard to sponsorship and management of community schools
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Finance-Education Subcommittee
HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (Rep. Stephanie Kunze, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To allow the Auditor of State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee
HB7 ASSESSMENT SCORE DETERMINATIONS (Rep. Jim Buchy) To prohibit individual student scores from certain elementary and secondary achievement assessments administered for the 2014-2015 school year from being used to determine promotion or retention or to grant course credit
STATUS: Signed by Governor – Effective immediately
HB12 TIF-INCENTIVE DISTRICTS (Rep. James Butler, Jr., Rep. Tony Burkley) To establish a procedure by which political subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before creating the district
STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

HB15 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERSHIP (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To change the voting membership of the State Board of Education to consist of a member from each of several electoral districts with boundaries coinciding with the state's Congressional districts and a president to be appointed by the Governor if there is an even number of such electoral districts
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB20 CONCEALED CARRY-SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE (Rep. Anne Gonzales, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To expand and clarify the authority of a concealed handgun licensee to possess a handgun in a school safety zone
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House State Government Committee

HB25 FOOD-DRINK SCHOOL SALES (Rep. Stephanie Kunze) To require the State Board of Education to adopt rules regarding the sale of beverages and food during the regular school day in connection with a school-sponsored fundraiser
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB27 FINANCIAL AID-FINISH FUND (Rep. Dan Ramos) To create the Finish Fund and the Finish Reserve Fund to provide grants to students who are nearing completion of their associate or bachelor's degrees and display financial need or hardship
STATUS: Referred to House Finance Committee

HB28 SUICIDE PREVENTION-HIGHER EDUCATION (Rep. Marlene Anielski) With regard to suicide prevention programs at state institutions of higher education
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee
HB39 SCHOOL-CAMP INHALER PERMIT (Rep. Mike Duffey, Rep. Anthony DeVitis) To permit schools and camps to procure and use a metered dose inhaler or dry powdered inhaler used to alleviate asthmatic symptoms in accordance with prescribed policies and to exempt them from licensing requirements related to the possession of these inhalers
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Health & Human Services Committee
HB42 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND (Rep. Ron Gerberry, Rep. Jack Cera) To require that, for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Local Government Fund must receive the same proportion of state tax revenue that the Fund received in fiscal year 2005
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Finance Committee

HB43 CLASSROOM FACILITIES-PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACKS (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To revise the law governing classroom facilities assistance programs and to restore the application of the 10% and 2.5% property tax rollbacks to school district tax levies approved on or after the effective date of Am. Sub. H.B. 59 of the 130th General Assembly
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

HB44 LOTTERY PROFITS-SCHOOLS (Rep. Ron Gerberry) To require that a portion of lottery profits be distributed annually on a per pupil basis to public and chartered nonpublic schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Ways & Means Committee

HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (Rep. Mike Dovilla, Rep. Jonathan Dever) To require the Treasurer of State to establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Finance Committee
HB52 WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAW (Rep. Robert Hackett) To make changes to the Workers' Compensation Law, to make appropriations for the Bureau of Workers' Compensation for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of the Bureau's programs
STATUS: Passed House 96-0 

HB54 VOCATIONAL SCHOOL BOARDS-OFFICE TERMS (Rep. Marlene Anielski) To revise the law regarding terms of office of members of certain joint vocational school district boards of education
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB55 THIRD-GRADE READING GUARANTEE (Rep. Robert Sprague) To specify deadlines for the administration of reading skills assessments for purposes of the Third Grade Reading Guarantee
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (Rep. Kirk Schuring, Rep. Stephen Slesnick) To limit the use of criminal records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Commerce & Labor Committee

HB64 OPERATING BUDGET (Rep. Ryan Smith) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs
STATUS: House Finance Committee – Reported out as amended; Passed by House, Vote 63-35
HB70 SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING (Rep. Denise Driehaus, Rep. Andrew Brenner) To authorize school districts and community schools to initiate a community learning center process to assist and guide school restructuring
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee
HB74 PRIMARY-SECONDARY ASSESSMENTS (Rep. Andrew Brenner) With regard to the administration of state primary and secondary education assessments
STATUS: (Passed by House) Referred to Senate Education Committee
HB81 SPECIAL ELECTIONS (Rep. Steve Hambley) To eliminate the ability to conduct special elections in February and to require a political subdivision to prepay sixty-five per cent of the estimated cost of a special election
STATUS: Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee
HB85 CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE PREVENTION (Rep. Dan Ramos, Rep. Christina Hagan) With respect to age-appropriate student instruction in child sexual abuse and sexual violence prevention and in-service staff training in child sexual abuse prevention
STATUS: House Judiciary Committee – Reported out
HB89 MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (Rep. Anthony DeVitis) Regarding the Medicaid School Program
STATUS: House Health & Aging Committee – Substitute bill accepted

HB92 SCHOOLS EMPLOYEES-SEXUAL CONDUCT (Rep. Christina Hagan) To prohibit an employee of a public or nonpublic school or institution of higher education who is not in a position of authority from engaging in sexual conduct with a minor at least four years younger than the employee who is enrolled in or attends that public or nonpublic school or who is enrolled in or attends that institution of higher education
STATUS: House Judiciary Committee – Reported out as amended
HB99 INCOME TAX-SCHOOL FUNDING (Rep. Mike Curtin) To require that an amount equal to state income tax collections, less amounts contributed to the Ohio political party fund via the income tax checkoff, be distributed for the support of elementary, secondary, vocational, and special education programs
STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
HB113 CPR-GRADUATION REQUIREMENT (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Nathan Manning) To require instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator as a requirement for high school graduation
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee

HB114 SCHOOL DOOR-BARRICADE (Rep. Kristina Roegner, Rep. Heather Bishoff) To require the Board of Building Standards to adopt rules for the use of a barricade device on a school door in an emergency situation and to prohibit the State Fire Code from prohibiting the use of the device in such a situation
STATUS: House State Government Committee – Reported out
HB118 TUITION FEES (DeVitis, T., Patmon, B.) With respect to tuition overload fees at state institutions of higher education.
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB120 HIGHER EDUCATION GRANTS (Schuring, K.) To create the Ohio Higher Education Innovation Grant Program and to make an appropriation.
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB130 PUBLIC RECORDS-DATA BOARD (Rep. Christina Hagan, Rep. Mike Duffey) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify requirements for posting public records online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House State Government Committee
HB132 CONTRACEPTION COVERAGE-EDUCATION (Rep. Michele Lepore-Hagan, Rep. Heather Bishoff) Regarding coverage for prescription contraceptive drugs and devices, the provision of certain hospital and pregnancy prevention services for victims of sexual assault, and comprehensive sexual health and sexually transmitted infection education in schools
STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee
HB133 NONPROFIT DEGREE-TAX CREDIT (Rep. Tim Schaffer, Rep. Michael Ashford) To authorize an income tax credit for individuals that earn a nonprofit management degree or certain professional designations and to allow a sales tax exemption for out-of-state nonprofit corporations that relocate jobs to Ohio
STATUS: Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
HB136 STEM PROGRAM-LAKE COUNTY (Rep. Ron Young, Rep. John Rogers) To fund the Lake County Educational Service Center pilot project to support STEM initiatives for middle school students and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House Finance Committee
HB137 ORGAN DONATION-HEALTH CURRICULUM (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Debbie Phillips) To require the health curriculum of each school district to include instruction on the positive effects of organ and tissue donation
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB138 STATE TESTING WAIVER (Rep. Paul Zeltwanger, Rep. Kyle Koehler) To revise the requirements regarding the administration of the state achievement assessments, to require the Department of Education to request a waiver from federal testing requirements, and to declare an emergency
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB145 STEM PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (Rep. Robert McColley, Rep. Stephanie Howse) To establish the STEM Public-Private Partnership Pilot Program to provide high school students the opportunity to receive education in a targeted industry while simultaneously earning high school and college credit and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House Finance Committee
HB146 CURSIVE HANDWRITING (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Andrew Brenner) To require instruction in cursive handwriting
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB148 CLASSROOM FACILITIES ASSISTANCE (Rep. John Patterson, Rep. Sarah LaTourette) To require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to provide classroom facilities assistance to a school district resulting from the consolidation of two or more school districts or from the voluntary transfer of the entire territory of a school district if specified conditions are satisfied
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB156 CHARTER SCHOOL OVERSIGHT (Rep. Kristina Roegner, Rep. John Patterson) To make changes to the law regarding governance, operation, and management of community schools, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB158 INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY TERM (Rep. Jonathan Dever, Rep. Stephanie Howse) To change the variations of the term "mentally retarded person" to "person with an intellectual disability”
STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee
HB160 TEXTBOOKS-HIGHER EDUCATION (Rep. Anthony DeVitis) With regard to the selection, availability, and purchase of textbooks that are required for a course offered by any state institution of higher education
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB166 LOCAL TAX-FISCAL REVISIONS (Rep. Doug Green) To extend the deadline for filing an application for the homestead exemption or 2 1/2% property tax rollback to the end of the tax year, to require that auditors certify Local Government Fund allocations to subdivisions by regular or electronic, rather than certified mail, and to repeal laws requiring county auditors to issue permits for traveling shows, issue licenses for new merchandise public auctions, certify the annual state tax interest rate to local courts, and provide certain certifications related to the repealed personal property tax
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB174 GRADUATE DEGREE-ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLS (Rep. John Barnes, Jr.) With regard to entrepreneurial skills education requirements for professional graduate degree programs at state institutions of higher education
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB181 ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION-AUTO UPDATE (Rep. Kathleen Clyde) To require that eligible persons in certain government and school databases be automatically registered to vote or have their registrations updated automatically unless those persons decline to do so and to create an online voter registration system
STATUS: Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee
HB183 STUDENT TRUSTEE-VOTING AUTHORITY (Rep. Niraj Antani, Rep. Michael Stinziano) To grant student members of the boards of trustees of state universities and the Northeast Ohio Medical University voting power and the authority to attend executive sessions
STATUS: Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee

HB192 SAFETY ENHANCEMENT STANDARDS (Rep. John Rogers, Rep. Rick Perales) To require the State Board of Education to adopt rules prescribing standards for safety enhancements to new public and nonpublic school facilities and to require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to revise its construction and design standards to comply with the State Board's standards
STATUS: Referred to House Education Committee
HB200 EPINEPHRINE AUTOINJECTORS (Rep. Christina Hagan) To permit epinephrine autoinjectors for which no prescriptions have been written to be stored and accessed for use in case of emergency
STATUS: Referred to House Health & Aging Committee
HB212 ACADEMIC STANDARDS-CURRICULA (Rep. Andrew Thompson) With regard to state achievement assessments, statewide academic content standards and model curricula, and teacher and administrator evaluations
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Education Committee
HB221 TOBACCO USE-PUBLIC SCHOOLS (Rep. Margaret Ann Ruhl, Rep. Michael Ashford) To revise the law regarding tobacco and nicotine use in public schools and at public school-sponsored functions
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Health & Aging Committee

HB223 YOUTH ATHLETICS-MINOR EMPLOYMENT (Rep. Michael Stinziano) To allow minors to be employed by a youth athletic program if certain conditions are satisfied
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to House Government Accountability & Oversight Committee

HB231 PROPERTY VALUATION COMPLAINTS (Rep. Cheryl Grossman, Rep. Jeffrey McClain) To require counties, municipal corporations, townships, and school boards that file complaints against the valuation of property they do not own to pass a resolution approving the complaint and specifying the compensation paid to any person retained to represent the county, municipal corporation, township, or school board in the matter of the complaint
STATUS: Introduced

Senate

SB3 HIGH PERFORMING SCHOOL DISTRICT EXEMPTION (Sen. Cliff Hite, Sen. Keith Faber) To exempt high-performing school districts from certain laws
STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Education Committee
SB4 IN-STATE TUITION REDUCTION (Sen. Keith Faber) To require each state institution of higher education to develop a plan to reduce in-state student cost of attendance by five per cent for the 2016-2017 academic year
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB6 JOINT COMMITTEE ON OHIO COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY (Sen. Shannon Jones, Sen. John Eklund) To increase the maximum income tax deduction for college savings contributions to $10,000 annually for each beneficiary
STATUS: (Passed by Senate) Referred to House Ways & Means Committee
SB12 INCOME TAX CREDIT-SCIENCE RELATED DEGREE (Sen. Jay Hottinger) To grant an income tax credit to individuals who earn degrees in science, technology, engineering, or math-based fields of study
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee

SB19 OHIO COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY GRANT (Sen. Tom Sawyer) To make changes to the Ohio College Opportunity Grant, to limit state university over load fees, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB20 CHARTER SCHOOLS-RECORD KEEPING (Sen. Joe Schiavoni) Regarding audit and record-keeping requirements for community school sponsors and operators
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB22 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND-ALLOCATION INCREASE (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To increase monthly allocations to the Local Government Fund from 1.66% to 3.68% of the total tax revenue credited to the GRF each month
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB24 OHIO COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY GRANT QUALIFICATION (Sen. Sandra Williams) To qualify students in noncredit community college programs for Ohio College Opportunity Grants and to require the awarding of academic credit for community colleges’ career certification programs
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Finance Committee

SB34 SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY-DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR (Sen. Charleta Tavares) With respect to school district policies for violent, disruptive, or inappropriate behavior
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee

SB39 PEDESTRIAN RIGHT OF WAY-SCHOOL ZONE (Sen. Bill Beagle) To increase the penalties for failing to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian who is crossing a roadway within a crosswalk when the crosswalk is located within a school zone
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Criminal Justice Committee

SB43 COLUMBUS STATE LOGISTICS PROGRAM (Sen. Jim Hughes) To establish the Columbus State Logistics Program and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB59 COMMUNITY SCHOOLS-STATE APPROPRIATED FUNDS (Sen. Michael Skindell) With respect to the use of state-appropriated funds by operators of community schools
STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB71 TRIO-PROGRAM APPROPRIATION (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To make an appropriation for the provision of state matching funds for federal TRIO programs at Ohio institutions of higher education for FY 2016 and FY 2017
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee 
SB73 MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To require community colleges, state community colleges, technical colleges, and university branches to comply with minority business enterprise set-aside requirements, and to require the Director of Administrative Services to establish guidelines for these entities, and the Northeast Ohio Medical University, to establish procurement goals for contracting with EDGE business enterprises
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB78 GED GRANT PROGRAM (Sen. Sandra Williams) To create the GED Grant Program for undergraduate students who have earned high school equivalence diplomas and are enrolled in two-year state institutions of higher education and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB82 GED-TEST COST (Sen. Sandra Williams) With regard to the administration and cost of the tests of general educational development required to earn a high school equivalence diploma
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB85 PROPERTY-TAX COMPLAINTS (Sen. William Coley) To limit the right to initiate most types of property tax complaints to the property owner and the county recorder of the county in which the property is located
STATUS: Referred to Senate Ways & Means Committee
SB92 SCHOOL SAFETY FUNDS (Sen. Joe Schiavoni) To require the State Board of Education to establish criteria and procedures for the awarding of school safety funds to school districts and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB93 BULLYING PREVENTION FUNDS (Sen. Joe Schiavoni) To require the State Board of Education to establish criteria and procedures for the awarding of bullying prevention and education funds to school districts and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB94 MEDICAID SCHOOL PROGRAM (Sen. Kevin Bacon, Sen. Peggy Lehner) Regarding the Medicaid School Program
STATUS: Referred to Senate Medicaid Committee
SB101 CONTRACEPTION EDUCATION (Sen. Capri Cafaro) Regarding coverage for prescription contraceptive drugs and devices, the provision of certain hospital and pregnancy prevention services for victims of sexual assault, and comprehensive sexual health and sexually transmitted infection education in schools
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Health & Human Services Committee

SB121 IMMUNIZATIONS (Hite, C.) To require pupils to be immunized against meningococcal disease at an age recommended by the Department of Health. 
STATUS: (Passed by Senate) House Health & Aging Committee – Reported out
SB122 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION (Gentile, L.) To extend eligibility for the homestead exemption to elderly or disabled homeowners who did not receive the exemption for 2013 and have $30,000 or more in Ohio adjusted gross income.
STATUS: Introduced

SB125 SCHOOL BARRICADES (LaRose, F., Hottinger, J.) To require the Board of Building Standards to adopt rules for the use of a barricade device on a school door in an emergency situation and to prohibit the State Fire Code from prohibiting the use of the device in such a situation.  
STATUS: Referred to Senate Transportation, Commerce & Labor Committee
SB126 OPEN ENROLLMENT (Sawyer, T.) To terminate interdistrict open enrollment on that date with the possibility of renewal following the General Assembly's examination of the study's findings.  
STATUS : Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB136 SCHOOL SECLUSION ROOMS (Sen. Charleta Tavares) To prohibit the use of seclusion on students in public schools
STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB144 STEM PROGRAM-LAKE COUNTY (Sen. John Eklund) To fund the Lake County Educational Service Center pilot project to support STEM initiatives for middle school students and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance Committee
SB148 CHARTER SCHOOL OVERSIGHT (Sen. Peggy Lehner, Sen. Tom Sawyer) To make changes to the law regarding governance, operation, and management of community schools, and to make an appropriation
STATUS: Referred to Senate Finance – Education Subcommittee
SB158 AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION (Sen. Kenny Yuko) To require that eligible persons in certain government and school databases be automatically registered to vote
STATUS: Referred to Senate Government Oversight & Reform Committee
SB163 COMMON CORE STANDARDS (Sen. Kris Jordan) With respect to the Common Core State Standards academic standards, powers of the State Board of Education, and the distribution of student information
STATUS: Referred to Senate Education Committee
SB168 STUDENT VIOLENT BEHAVIOR INFORMATION (Sen. Frank LaRose) To require the Education Management Information System to include information regarding persons at whom a student’s violent behavior that resulted in discipline was directed
STATUS: Introduced; Referred to Senate Education Committee


OHIO BUDGET/POLITICS

SENATE PASSES PRIMARY MOVE; FABER SAYS BUDGET WILL HAVE BIGGER TAX CUT, MORE K-12 MONEY HANNAH
Legislation to move Ohio's 2016 presidential primary election back one week to March 15 is headed to the desk of Gov. John Kasich -- a possible contender in that primary -- after the Senate approved it Wednesday. The chamber passed HB153 (Dovilla) on a 23-10 party-line vote with limited debate. Sen. Frank LaRose (R-Fairlawn) explained the three-tiered system national Republicans have adopted for convention delegates, which would allow Ohio a choice of either a winner-take-all or proportional awarding of delegates if it moves its primary to the second half of March. LaRose said the Ohio GOP has expressed preference for its delegates to be unified at the Cleveland convention.

DROPOUT RECOVERY SCHOOLS SAY REFORMS COULD CAUSE CLOSURES HANNAH
Superintendents of two dropout recovery schools indicated concerns regarding contracting and report card data provisions in two charter school reform measures during a hearing in the Senate Finance Education Subcommittee on Wednesday, saying the provisions could cause the schools to close. Pickerington Community School Superintendent Bob Blackburn and Everest High School Superintendent Doug Gillum said language in HB2 (Dovilla-Roegner) and SB148 (Lehner-Sawyer) prohibiting sponsors of community schools from entering into contracts for goods and services with its schools would harm their educational mission. SB148 co-sponsor Sen. Peggy Lehner (R-Kettering) said this issue will likely be addressed with an amendment in full Senate Finance Committee. Subcommittee Chairman Cliff Hite (R-Findlay) told Hannah News the plan is to provide the full committee with a report in the next couple weeks and amend the bills from there.

OHIO SENATE LEADER DISAGREES WITH HOUSE ON SCHOOL-FUNDING PLAN COLUMBUS DISPATCH
A legislative school-funding fight could be looming large in the coming weeks as the Senate plans to scrap the House-passed plan and possibly leave some districts with funding cuts.

FABER DISAGREES WITH HOUSE ON SCHOOL-FUNDING PLAN LIMA OHIO
A legislative school-funding fight could be looming large in the coming weeks as the Senate plans to scrap the House-passed plan and possibly leave some districts with funding cuts.

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION/STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

OSFC SCHOOL SECURITY GRANT APPLICATION AND REIMBURSEMENT DEADLINES ANNOUNCED OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Application and reimbursement deadlines for Round 2 of the School Security Grant program are as follows: Application deadline is Friday, Oct. 16, 2015; Reimbursement documentation deadline is Friday, Oct. 14, 2016. Each eligible school district/school may apply for the following grants: Up to $2,000 for one emergency communication system or Multi-Agency Radio Communications System (MARCS) In-School Communications System unit per eligible school building; and Up to $5,000 for costs incurred with a purchase of a security entrance system consisting of a secure door, security camera, an intercom and remote access equipment at one main entrance per school building.
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CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT

TEST CREATORS ARE BEING RESPONSIVE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
Creators of the much-maligned PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career) standardized tests for public schools have heard the complaints of schools and parents and have promised to make changes for next school year.

THOUSANDS OF SCORERS TAKE ON THE COMMON-CORE TESTS EDUCATION WEEK
It's the middle of spring testing season, and a bevy of accountants, technology geeks, lawyers, unemployed corporate executives—and oh, yes, teachers—are scoring the PARCC exam. The room has the generic feel of any high-volume office operation: Seated in front of laptop computers at long beige tables, the scorers could be processing insurance claims. Instead, they're pivotal players in the biggest and most controversial student-assessment project in history: the grading of new, federally funded common-core assessments in English/language arts and mathematics.

SCHOOL LIBRARIANS PUSH FOR MORE 'MAKER SPACES' EDUCATION WEEK
Angela Rosheim, a library media specialist, faced a problem: Her elementary school students were requesting materials during genius hour—a time in which teachers provide resources for students to study topics of personal interest—that the school didn't have. "They wanted to learn robotics, they wanted to learn to create apps," said Ms. Rosheim, who has worked at Lewis and Clark Elementary School in Liberty, Mo., for more than 20 years.


SPECIAL EDUCATION
NEW AUTISM RESEARCH OUTLINES GENDER DIFFERENCES IN SOCIAL INTERACTIONS EDUCATION WEEK
Boys and girls with autism spectrum disorder may share difficulties in communicating, but how those problems manifest themselves differs between the sexes—an important element for educators to remember, according to new research examining children with autism and their peer interactions.

EARLY LEARNING
COMMENTS SOUGHT ON EFFORT TO PROMOTE INCLUSIVE EARLY-CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS EDUCATION WEEK
The U.S. Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services plan to release a statement encouraging more inclusive early-childhood programs, and would like public comments on their ideas before they are finalized.

INPUT SOUGHT ON POLICY STATEMENT TO PROMOTE INCLUSIVE PRESCHOOLS  EDUCATION WEEK
The U.S. Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services plan to release a statement encouraging more inclusive early-childhood programs, and would like public comments on their ideas before they are finalized. The policy statement draft is online, as is the executive summary. In the statement, the departments note that families of children with disabilities "face significant barriers to accessing inclusive high-quality early-childhood programs, and too many preschool children with disabilities continue to receive special education services in separate settings, as opposed to the least-restrictive environment."

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS
RISK SHARING, YES. BUT HOW? INSIDE HIGHER ED
Congressional lawmakers across the political spectrum want to hold colleges more accountable for student outcomes. Nearly all the Senate education committee members are backing the concept of risk sharing, the idea that individual colleges need to have a greater financial stake in what happens to the federal loans that students use to attend their institutions. 

NORTHEAST OHIO SCHOOLS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY

CONSTRUCTION TO LIMIT ACCESS TO BAY VILLAGE SCHOOLS PROPERTY THIS SUMMER LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL
A SCHOOL LEVY IS UNLIKELY IN THE BEREA DISTRICT THIS YEAR THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
RULES FOR $25 MILLION CHARTER SCHOOL AID COULD "PUNISH" SOME OF CLEVELAND'S BEST SCHOOLS THE CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
PRINCIPAL OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS-UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS SMALL SCHOOL RETIRES NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS-UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS SCHOOLS APPOINT TECH PROGRAM DIRECTOR NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
NORTH OLMSTED SCHOOLS REHIRE ANNE PYROS AS ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT  NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
POLARIS CAREER CENTER TO ASK VOTERS FOR PROPERTY TAX INCREASE NOVEMBER NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP
WESTLAKE SCHOOL OFFICIALS LOOK TO BOUNCE BACK AFTER VOTERS REJECT TAX INCREASE: WHAT DO YOU THINK? NORTHEAST OHIO MEDIA GROUP

GEAUGA COUNTY

ISTEM GEAUGA EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL RECEIVES STATE DESIGNATION WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

LAKE COUNTY

MENTOR SCHOOL BOARD APPROVES CONTRACT WITH MENTOR CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY IN EASTLAKE, RICE ELEMENTARY IN MENTOR COMMEMORATE CLOSINGS WILLOUGHBY NEWS-HERALD

LORAIN COUNTY

ELYRIA SCHOOL BOARD CHOOSES BOARD MEMBER, PRINCIPAL LORAIN MORNING JOURNAL

MEDINA COUNTY

MEDINA SCHOOLS NEWS: SOCIAL STUDIES ART CONTEST, TEACHER AWARDS, SCIENCE OLYMPIAD, OHIO MATHEMATICS LEAGUE SUN NEWS

HIGHLAND, MEDINA HIGH SCHOOLS EARN SILVER MEDALS MEDINA GAZETTE

BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS STAND WITH POLICE TO SHOW SUPPORT NEWSNET 5

SURVEY FINDS MAJORITY APPROVE HIGHLAND SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION TAX AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

PORTAGE COUNTY

DEVELOPMENT OF OLD HIGH SCHOOL SITE IN RAVENNA STALLED RECORD COURIER

SUMMIT COUNTY

AKRON SCHOOLS BUDGET “STABLE” THROUGH FORESEEABLE FUTURE  AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

APS PLANS TO EXPAND SERVICES TO GIFTED STUDENTS AKRON LEADER PUBLICATIONS
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